
The Radical Paradigm Shift
“…an important change that happens when the usual way of thinking 
about or doing something is replaced by a new and different way”



The Radical Paradigm Shift

Romans 3:23
“for ALL have sinned
and fall short of the 

glory of God,”
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Romans 3:24
“and ALL are justified 

freely by his grace 
through the redemption 

that came by Christ 
Jesus.” (NIV)
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Romans 3:24
“and ALL are justified 

freely by his grace 
through the redemption 

that came by Christ 
Jesus.” (NIV)



The Radical Paradigm Shift

N.T. Wright:
“I discovered that the translators had had 

another principle, considerably higher than 
the stated one: to make sure that Paul 

should say what the broadly Protestant and 
evangelical tradition said he said … [I]f a 

church only, or mainly, relies on the NIV it 
will, quite simply, never understand what 

Paul was talking about.”



The Radical Paradigm Shift
Romans 3:24

“through the redemption that came BY Christ Jesus.” (NIV)
Vs

“through the redemption which is IN Christ Jesus” (NASV and 
99% of others)

The former “objectifies” redemption it  is a ”thing” that can be 
“had” outside of relationship 

The latter “subjectifies” redemption – it is only to be found in 
relation to the person/work (inseparable: act/being) of Jesus 

Christ!
(Another example: 3:22 NIV: “This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. ” 

VS

ISV: “God's righteousness through the faithfulness of Jesus the Messiah — for all who 
believe.”)



The Radical Paradigm Shift
Here is the simple shift:

Jesus the Messiah 

Does NOT create the Way

Does NOT create the Truth

Does NOT create the Life

HE IS THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE!

John 14:6



The Radical Paradigm Shift
Paul does not say over 130 times, “through Christ” –

He says, “IN Christ”

That means WE MUST BE “ONTOLOGICALLY” UNITED 
WITH HIM (OUR “BEING” WITH HIS “BEING”) TO BE 

SAVED!

But when and how does this happen?
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The entire human race was united with Christ 

through the Incarnation: Jesus joined himself with 
the human race (His Being with Our Being) at 

conception in Mary’s womb!

Only through such unity of being can verses like 

2 Cor.5 Make sense: “14 For the love of Christ 
controls us, having concluded this, that one died for 

all, therefore all died;”

There is no clearer explanation of this than in 
Romans 5 and 1 Cor. 15 where Paul teaches us that 

Adam is a paradigm (“typos”) of Messiah:
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Romans 5:14

“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those 
who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a 

type of Him who was to come.”

5179 týpos (from 5180 /týptō, "strike repeatedly") – properly, a model 
forged by repetition; (figuratively) the correct paradigm, based 

on reliable precedent for others to then follow, (i.e. the right example, a 
proper pattern).

There is only ONE reason that Paul says this: To state 
emphatically that what ONE human did affected ALL 

humans.

Adam > Sin > Death

Messiah > righteousness > Life

https://biblehub.com/greek/5180.htm
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This can only be true of the first and last Adam –
because only they are ontologically united to the 

entire human race!

And so – critically – Paul uses that all-important 
prepositional phrase:

“IN Adam….”

“IN Messiah…”

And what profoundly radical thing does he say?
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First – 1 Cor. 15:

21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the 
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But 

each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at 
His coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the 

God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25
For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last 
enemy that will be abolished is death….28 When all things are subjected to 

Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all 
things to Him, so that God may be all in all…

45 So also it is written, “The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.” The 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but 
the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first man is from the earth, earthy; the 

second man is from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, so also are those who are 
earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 Just as 

we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the 
heavenly.

http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-21.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-22.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-23.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-24.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-25.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-45.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-46.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-47.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-48.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/15-49.htm
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Roman 5

Let’s begin with this stunning verse:

“10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, 

shall we be saved through his life!”

This is that radical unilateral

(“done or undertaken by one person or party”)

inbreaking of God’s chesed/covenant love!

HIS death!

HIS life!

Become OUR death (2 Cor.5:14)

And OUR life (Col.3:4 “Christ, who is our life”)



The Radical Paradigm Shift
Roman 5

12Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13for until the Law sin was 

in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness 

of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

15But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the 
one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the 
one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 16The gift is not like that which came 
through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one 

transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose 
from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17For if by the transgression of 

the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, 

Jesus Christ.

18So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, 
even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all 

men. 19For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 
even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20The 

Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign

through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.


